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ARE THESE THE REAL ISSUES IN UNION? 


1. Repugnance to desegration which may be 
“forced upon us” by our “Northern brethren” in 
church and church colleges, as well as in the public 
schools; 


2. Fear of subtle communistic infiltration even in 
high church circles; 

3. Intense pride in our distinctive heritage and 
mission as a Southern Church and consequent fear 
of being “swallowed up” and out-voted on critical 
issues; 

4. Resentment against the tendency within our 
own church courts to settle too many important pol- 
icies in councils and linking this ‘threat to freedom” 
with an alleged similar and even greater domina- 
tion from above the USA Church, paralleling other 
invasions of individual and local liberties in our 
country; 


5. Desire for the security of an unchanging 


church, a spiritual citadel, in an age of compromise 
and unstable values. 


fia, 
SMELT Mey 


1. The warmth of worldwide Christian fellowship now 
being vitally realized through the ecumenical movement; 


2. The stirring call throughout the Gospels to greatness 
of faith, as opposed to prudential caution, and of glad 
willingness to lose one’s life (i.e, one’s security and pride 
of achievement) in outgoing service and sacrifice in order 
to find it in a larger dimension of faith and experience; 

3. The high venture of showing to the world, a hope- 
lessly divided world, that Christians (and certainly fellow- 
Presbyterians) cannot only cooperate with each other, but 
can work and plan together in a creative fellowship of 
worship and service; 


4. Shame that our church should always be dragging 
her feet through excess of caution whenever an oppor- 
tunity of genuine Christian progress is before us; and 

5. Fear that if the church does not demonstrate its 
heaven-sent power to surmount man-made barriers to 
effective brotherhood and irradiate this power through 
secular society, then the racial and international tensions 
now operative may lead to catastrophe. 


From an article by D. Maurice Allan on 


SOME OF THE REAL REASONS 
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Letters to the Editors 





Impartial Elder, Now Leans Toward Union 





Deplores Opposition 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


1. I am ashamed of the fact that men 
who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ 
would band themselves together in an 
Association with the avowed purpose of 
perpetuating some of the petty differences 
that are alleged to exist among various 
parts of the Church Universal, losing sight 
of the great central and essential truths, 
based on Holy Scripture, that should make 
us a unit in facing the sin and disbelief 
of the world. 

2. To me it is deplorable that so great 
a sum of money given by Christians should 
be diverted from the main work of the 
extension of the Kingdom, and devoted 
rather to the fostering of internal strife 
in his church, when the needs of the King- 
dom are so urgent and imperative on 
Christians. 

3. For the past months there has come 
to me (and I suspect also to my brother 
elders) a deluge of literature from various 
ministers and laymen, opposing on all 
sorts of grounds this plan of the union of 
the three Presbyterians bodies in the 
United States. I have read all this ma- 
terial. I find in it some things that are 
good, much that is of indifferent impor- 
tance, and a great deal that is misleading, 
either through the choice of its language 
or from statements that are bordering on 
falsehood. Some months ago I was quite 
impartial on this important question. Now, 
having read and studied all this material, 
I am inclined to lean toward the union 
idea. 

4. If | were to weigh my own position 
in terms of classification, I would prefer 
to be called a Christian rather than a 
Presbyterian, for I try to be a sincere 
follower of Jesus Christ in life and profes- 

- sion. Therefore I feel that we as Christ- 
tians should devote ourselves more to the 
New Testament rather than to the Book of 
Church Order, though I realize that there 
is no conflict between them. lUnfortunate- 
ly for the ordinary layman, the essential 
beliefs of our church tend to become ob- 
scured by constant reference to the Book 
of Church Order, to the Westminster Con- 
fession, and to deep and irrelevant the- 
ology that is indulged in by so many of 
our ministerial brethren. To me it seems 
that all this may come to us in simple 
form through our reading and study of 
the Bible. In this, as stated above, I fear 
that I am a Christian rather than a Pres- 
byterian. 

5. Finally, as a Christian, I am a fol- 
lower of Christ. In his intercessory pray- 
er with the disciples in the Upper Room, 
he prayed that all his followers, both in 
that day and henceforth, might be one. I 
have heard it said that he didn’t mean 
that. I believe he did or he wouldn't 
have uttered it as a prayer. That prayer 
is still unanswered. Many today are doing 
their utmost to postpone the fulfillment 
of that prayer. I do not believe the Holy 
Spirit would lead any man or group of 
men to put obstacles in the way of the 
answer to that prayer. I believe it will 
come some day, but evidently not in your 
day or mine. The least we can do today 
is to begin mending the rents and tears 
in the fabric of the Church Universal in 
our own little departments so that we 
may have a part in helping to answer 
Jesus’ prayer. 


I respect the sincerity of many (but un- 
fortunately not all) of those who oppose 
union. In God's good time it will come. 
*Til then let us all serve in his Kingdom, 
doing our best to bring men and women to 
the foot of his cross, to be redeemed by 
the sacrifice of our Master for us. 

AvusTIN O. LONG. 
East Pensacola Heights, Fla. 


Tells of Vacation Exchange 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


It was my privilege during the month 
of August to exchange pulpits and manses 
with a Presbyterian (U.S.) minister from 
Florida. For almost four weeks I lived 
in his manse, used his typewriter, mingled 
with his parishioners, and preached from 
his pulpit. It was a very enjoyable ex- 
perience. I could detect no essential dif- 
ference between a Presbyterian living in 
the South and those who live farther 
North. 

I was born in Canada of Presbyterian 
parents and spent the first nineteen years 
of my life in Prince Edward Island. Our 
Scotch Presbyterian minister used to hold 
prayer-meetings in our home. When we 
migrated to the U.S.A. we joined a United 
Presbyterian Church to which I belonged 
for several years. I graduated from Mus- 
kingum, a United Presbyterian college in 
Ohio, and from Princeton, a seminary of 
the USA Church. I held pastorates in the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada for 11 
years and served as a Presbyterian chap- 
lain in the Canadian Army for four years. 
Since 1945 I have been in the ministry of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

At present I belong to Erie Presbytery, 
a large presbytery extending for more than 
100 miles and having 64 churches. At one 
time in Canada I was moderator of a 
presbytery which covered 364 miles of 
territory and could boast of only three 
self-supporting churches. The nearest 
church with a regular pastor was 81 miles 
distant and in another presbytery. In 
every section where it has been my priv- 
ilege to serve I have found the ministers 
and ruling elders to be a fine group of 
Christian gentlemen with just enough ex- 
ceptions to prove the rule. 

From a somewhat extensive knowledge 
of the personnel and methods of three 
branches of Presbyterianism and my lim- 
ited experience with your denomination 
this summer I can see no valid reason why 
our three negotiating churches should not 
come together and help fulfill the, as yet, 
unfulfilled prayer of the Master: “That 
they all may be one... that the world 
may know.” 

Roy J. Stewart. 
Erie, Pa. 


Fundamentals Overlooked 
To Tue OUTLOOK: 


I recently received through the mail an 
assortment of eight booklets and folders 
soliciting opposition to the proposed Pres- 
byterian church union. After perusing 
them I was left with the feeling that I 
had been led on a conducted tour of a 
house built on and of sand. Nowhere did 
I find a valid Christian objection to union. 

It is significant that none of these sev- 
eral authors found it expedient to support 
their viewpoints with either the words or 


spirit of Jesus. Half-truths, illogical fears, 
misrepresentations, and double talk mas- 
querade as truth and logic. Some of the 
statements have a completely un-Christian 
connotation. For instance: there is a list 
of denominations given with two Metho- 
dist Negro denominations purposely itali- 
cized, followed by a statement concerning 
“denominations with whom we would 
never consider going into organic union.” 
This is an appeal to intolerance that is 
shameful in its sophistry when made in 
the name of the church of him who taught 
the brotherhood of man. 

I humbly and earnestly suggest to those 
who espouse such a stand that they re- 
examine their faith for the Christian fun- 
damentals that must have been overlooked 
or forgotten. 


GRAHAM SHELL. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


Episcopalians Say 
“Not Protestants” 

PORTLAND, ME. (RNS)—Many Episco- 
palians erroneously consider themselves 
to be Protestants because the clergy has 
failed to enlighten them, John S. Higgins, 
Bishop Coadjutor of Rhode Island, told 
the 28th Synod of the Province of New 
England here. 

Bishop Higgins said members of the 
communion should be given to under- 
stand that they are Anglicans, not Protes- 
tants. 

The bishop said Protestants appear to 
be coming closer to Anglican religious 
thought. 

“More and more the sacraments and 
sacramental grace long practiced in the 
Episcopal Church” are being adopted by 
Protestant denominations, he added. 

[Eprrors’ Nore—The official name of 
the church in the USA is the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. ] 


Court Denies Tax Exemption 
For Church-Owned Land 


DENVER (RNS)—The Colorado Su- 
preme Court ruled here that a church 
cannot claim tax exemption on land which 
is not used for a religious purpose. 

The decision upheld a ruling by Den- 
ver District Court denying property tax 
exemption to Grace Calvary church on 
lots it owns. 

The land was purchased by the church 
several years ago as the site of a new 
sanctuary and religious school. How- 
ever, a building permit was blocked by 
the Denver City Planning Commission 
which said the property would be needed 
eventually as part of a super-highway. 

The city did not buy the land because 
its plans were not definite. The church 
then applied to the assessor and city 
board of equalization for tax exemption. 
This application was denied and the 
church took the matter to court. 

In its decision, the Colorado Supreme 
Court said there was no charitable or 
religious use of the property and “there 
appears to be no possible basis for ex- 
emption.” 
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REFORMATION DAY ROUNDUP 





St. Louis: Oxnam 


St. Louis, Mo. (rNs)—The church 
“has done far more to undermine Com- 
munism than all the ‘investigating’ agen- 
cies put together,” Methodist Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam of Washington, D. C. 
declared here. He spoke at the 10th 
annual Reformation Day service spon- 
sored by the Metropolitan Church Feder- 
ation. 

Before his address, Bishop Oxnam was 
given a citation by the church federation 
and the St. Louis Ministerial Alliance, 
for his resistance to “abuses by Con- 
gressional committees” and his “courage- 
ous witness to the freedom of conscience.” 

The bishop told the rally, “There are 
some self-appointed guardians of Amer- 
icanism who seem to think that their 
incompetent and inadequate investigatory 
procedures stand as a bastion against 
Communist attack.” 

But the church. has done far more, he 
said. ‘We have taught a theistic view 
of life, that is, faith in God; and we have 
undermined the basic fallacv of Com- 
munism, which is atheism,” Bishop Ox- 
nam continued. 

“We have reared men to think in spirit- 
ual terms, and thus have undermined the 
philosophy of materialism upon which 
Communism is based. We have sought to 
be the teacher of the principles of conduct, 
a voice of judgment, and a herald of a 
new day. Thus the church has summoned 
men to those great reforms that express 
justice within the conditions of freedom.” 


Buffalo: Reed 


BuFFALo, N. Y.—(RNS)—The danger 
lurking in Protestantism’s future is not 
disunity but ‘‘weariness in well-doing,” 
Methodist Bishop Marshall R. Reed of 
Detroit declared at the ninth annual 
Reformation service sponsored by the 
Council of Churches of Buffalo & Erie 
County. 

He told 2600 persons in Kleinhans 
Music Hall that Protestantism faces the 
same peril as democracy—‘‘the peril pre- 
sented by those who believe in it but be- 
come weary in well-doing.” 

“Vigilance is still the price of free- 
dom, whether political or religious, and 
such freedom can be maintained only by 
the devotion of loyal people,” he said. 

“We do not want divisions in the Church 
of Christ. But disunity of organization 
does not mean disunity in spirit. The 
variety of interpretations that have been 
given to Christianity may reveal an ele- 
Ment of strength as well as weakness.” 


MODERATORS SPEAK IN ATLANTA 


Four Presbyterian Moderators joined 
in the annual Presbyterian convocation 
of Atlanta Presbytery—but they stayed 
away from the question of union, except 
by indirect reference. 

Wade H. Boggs, the U. S. Moderator, 
began his talk by saying, “There is one 
thing which I do not like about this Plan 
of Union on which we are all working 
and hoping for its consummation. It is 
that the A. R. P. church is not with us. 
I hope that they may yet repent and come 
along with us in a greater fellowship.” 

The A. R. P. Moderator, who partici- 
pated in the service, is C. O. Williams, 
Little Rock, Ark., pastor. He brought 
greetings to the 450 Presbyterians who 
attended the meeting on behalf of his 
communion. 

In a preliminary meeting with news- 





Bishop Reed noted that people can be 
“spiritually united to those with whom 
they may not intellectually agree at every 
point” and said this fact was true of many 
delegates to the recent World Council of 
Churches Assembly in Evanston. 

The service opened with a processional 
of 100 clergymen, representing more than 
a dozen denominations, led by an in- 
terdenominational choir of 70 voices. An 
altar with an open Bible, symbol of the 
Reformation, adorned the speakers plat- 
form. 


K. C.: Youngdahl 


Kansas City, Mo. (RNs)—Protes- 
tants must make freedom’s bells ring out 
their messages of pardon from sins, peace 
to the soul and power to life and bring 
all America and the world into the king- 
dom of Christ, Reuben K. Youngdahl, 
pastor of Mount Olivet Lutheran Church 
Minneapolis, told 6,000 persons at a 
Reformation Day Festival of Faith rally 
in Municipal Auditorium here. 

“Science has created the kind of world 
today where Christianity is imperative,” 
Dr. Youngdahl said. “We must dedicate 
and consecrate our lives to bring the 
kingdom of God on earth.” 

In referring to Martin Luther and his 
followers, Dr. Youngdahl said, ‘One of 
the greatest blessings of the Reformation 
is that we have uncovered the priesthood 
of all believers. Lay people are rising to 
their responsibilities. One of the best 
things for each of us to do would be to 
go to our churches and say ‘Count me 
in. I want to be on the team.’ ” 


paper reporters the U.S., USA and U.P. 
Moderators talked frankly about Presby- 
terian reunion. Both Ralph Waldo Lloyd, 
the USA Moderator, and Albert E. Kelly, 
the U. P. leader, expressed the conviction 
that their churches would vote for union 
by the necessary margin. Dr. Boggs said 
there is no doubt that the majority of 
Presbyterian, U. S., members favor union, 
but, he said, a small minority may defeat 
it through the votes of the presbyteries. 


Negative Votes Expected 

With reference to the early voting by 
eleven presbyteries in opposition to union, 
Dr. Boggs said that none of these came 
as a surprise but that the negative votes 
were anticipated. 

The Moderators pointed out that where 
the churches are closest together and 
working in the same communities and 
areas, sentiment for union is strong. 

In their formal addresses in the convo- 
cation, the Moderators spoke against a 
background of Isaiah 54:2: ‘‘Lengthen 
your cords and strengthen your stakes.” 

Dr. Lloyd, who is president of Mary- 
ville College (Tenn.), pointed to the con- 
stant growth of the church, requiring the 
lengthening of the cords of Christian 
missions and strengthening the stakes of 
spiritual foundations of faith. He told 
not only of the growth of Presbyterian 
churches in this country but also through- 
out the world. 

Dr. Kelly, who is executive secretary 
of the Board of Administration of the 
United Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., talked on “The Church’s Living 
Hope and Continuing Task.” He said, 
“We cannot be cold and complacent in 
a world as lost as ours.” He quoted the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who declared 
at the World Council meeting at Evan- 
ston, ‘There are just two groups in the 
world today who know what they want— 
the Communists and the convinced Chris- 
tians. All others are amiable non-en- 
tities.” 

“In days like these,” said Dr. Kelly, 
‘we cannot, we dare not, be amiable non- 
entities.” 


Boggs Talk 

Dr. Boggs spoke of the difficulties of 
Christians through the ages in under- 
standing how God requires a constant 
reaching out. As it went against the grain 
for the early Christians to take the gospel 
to the Gentiles, he said, so it is often 
difficult for the modern Christian to do. 
what Gods asks in broadening the scope 








of their mission and strengthening their 
service. 

“We prefer to be at ease in Zion,” he 
said, ‘and are loathe to move out into 
new areas. But it is not possible to be 
at ease in Zion without an active passion 
for those who do not know Christ. God 
will not let us be at ease until we are serv- 
ing him to the fullest. Only in such serv- 
ice can be found true peace.” 

Then he declared: 


“The one passion on my heart in this 
year of service to my church is to try to 
bring the Presbyterian Church of which 
we are a part back to a closer understand- 
ing of the meaning of the cross. We will 
continue to be ill at ease until we recog- 
nize that the deepest meaning of the cross 
and the Christian message is that all of 
us, as members or as churches, must reach 
out to bring the gospel of salvation to all 
men.” 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 

John B. Spragens, Presbyterian, U. S., director of youth work; Rachel 

Henderlite, General Assembly's Training School professor; and Ed- 
ward J. Humphrey, pastor of Westminster church, Richmond, Va. 


MEANING OF THE CROSS 

Was Judas destined to betray Christ 
from his birth, or did he have some 
choice in the matter? 

SPRAGEN: I’m not sure that you can 
answer it in that way as an “either-or.” 
To me, this is one of those things which, 
so far as we can understand, is one of the 
paradoxes of the Christian faith. Surely 
we believe that whatever Judas did 
he did of his own choice. He had perfect 
freedom of his will. And yet, at the 
same time I’m convinced that God knew 
what Judas was going to do. God knew 
because he knew what sort of a person 
Judas was. Perhaps it was not absolutely 
necessary that Judas do this thing, but 
somebody had to do it. I realize that 
is probably not a satisfactory answer 
to anyone. 

MopeErAtToR: You have indicated that 
it is a parodox; philosophers and theolo- 
gians have wrestled with it through the 
ages. Now the question in my mind and 
perhaps the mind of a questioner is this: 
Was it essential that Christ should be led 
to the cross? What do you think about 
that? 

HENDERLITE: It seems to me that the 
necessity for Christ’s being led to the 
cross is shown in that he was led to the 
cross. When Jesus came and lived on 
the earth the life he lived so antagon- 
ized the religious leaders of his time that 
they took him to the cross. Had not 
Judas betrayed him, there would have 
been someone else to do so. Christ went 
to the cross because of human sin. Had 
there not been human sin, it would not 
have been necessary for him to go to the 
cross. But had Judas not done it, there 
is so much human sin that in any group 
in the world where Jesus might have been 
there would have been a Judas. That’s 
the kind of people we are. 

Humpnrey: I think we see also, in 
the matter of the betrayal and the cruci- 
fixion of our Lord, the fact that even he 
himself would not have chosen the cross. 
His prayer is the thing I’m thinking about 
where he, in praying to his Heavenly 
Father, asked that if it were possible the 
cup might pass from his lips. 


+ 


MoperaTor: So the cross in that sense 
was not absolutely essential, do you 
think ? 

Humpurey: That’s what I think. 

MopeErRATOR: We frequently hear about 
the shedding of blood—without the shed- 
ding of blood there is no remission of sin 
and we always point to the cross as the 
instance where the blood of Christ was 
shed for the remission of sin. What do 
you think about that? 

HuMPHREY: My answer to that would 
move in the direction of the 53rd chapter 
of Isaiah. That is, that suffering seems 
to be a part of the character of God, that 
it is woven into the fabric of God’s 
universe. It seems to me that more 
Christians need to realize the fact that 
God himself suffers and that he has 
suffered more than all of us put together. 
Jesus on the cross bore the anguish of a 
world’s sin. The 53rd chapter of Isaiah 
speaks of the fact that all we like sheep 
have gone astray and turned every one 
to his own way, and the Lord has laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. 

MopERATOR: Would the death of Christ 
have been efficacious—would it have done 
its work if his life had been taken in a 
gas chamber, for instance, where there 
would have been no shedding of blood? 

HENDERLITE: Yes, it seems to me that 
the truth inherent in those words “the 
shedding of blood” is that God loved us 
so much that he was willing to shed his 
blood for us. 

Moperator: So it is the giving of 
life, the willingness to offer up one’s life? 
Is that what we are to understand ? 

Humpnrey: Certainly. The cross 
of that day was the gas chamber of to- 
day. We need to bear in mind that in 
Jesus’ day the cross was the means of 
execution reserved for those who were not 
Roman citizens. 

SpRAGENS: Is not the shedding of the 
blood just a symbolic term used to sym- 
bolize the giving up of life? 

HumpuHrey: The shedding of the 
blood has to do with the Old Testament 
revelation. That is, the meaning of the 
shedding of blood can be seen only in 
the light of the Old Testament revelation. 


Tokyo Pastor Elected 
New Kyodan Moderator 


Tokyo (RNS)—Ken Muto, pastor of 
Tokyo’s Hongo Central church and a 
leading Christian scholar, was elected 
moderator of the United Church of Christ 
in Japan (Kyodan) at its eighth biennial 
assembly here. 

He succeeds Michio Kozaki who has 
been moderator since 1946 when he re- 
placed Mitsuru Tomita, wartime leader 
of the church. Dr. Kozaki continues as 
a member of the church’s executive com- 
mittee. 

The new moderator is known to be a 
strong advocate of indigenous control of 
church affairs and self-support. How- 
ever, he is a thorough believer in the ecu- 
menical movement and served as Japan- 
ese delegate to the Third World Confer- 
ence on Faith and Order held at Lund, 
Sweden in 1952. 

Other new officers elected were Gosaku 
Okada, of the Denenchofu church here, 
vice-moderator; and Takihiko Yamakita, 
of Tokyo’s Misekicho church, secretary. 

The assembly also adopted, by an 
overwhelming vote, a statement of faith 
which explains to the Japanese what is 
meant by the church, baptism and other 
terms. A special committee has presented 
the statement at the last biennial Assem- 
bly with the recommendation that it be 
acted upon at the 1954 meeting. 

Adoption of the statement of faith is 
regarded here as making the Kyodan a 
true church and not just a federation of 
churches as it has been up to this time. 


More Lay Participation 


Another significant development at this 
year’s Assembly was a marked increase 
in lav participation in church affairs. 

This trend was reflected in the compo- 
sition of the newly-elected executive com- 
mittee which comprises 14 clergymen and 
13 laymen. Formerly this body, which 
directs the church’s ongoing program, was 
made up mostly of clergymen. 

Observers view the election of a com- 
pletely new set of leaders as a sign that 
the rank-and-file membership of Japan’s 
largest Protestant Church are looking for 
new and younger leadership as they enter 
the four-year period of intensive evange- 
lism leading up to the 1959 Protestant 
centenary year. 

In this connection, delegates urged 
greater emphasis on public and visitation 
evangelism in the plans to be drawn up 
by the General Evangelism Committee. 

It was reported that despite some 10,- 
000 baptisms during the past year, there 
was a net increase in Kyodan membership 
of less than 100. The withdrawal of 
several churches from the Kyodan was 
cited as largely responsible for this. How- 
ever, members in regular attendance in- 
creased by better than 4,000. Total mem- 
bership in the Kyvodan was reported to 
be 156,245. 
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@ In the discussion of union, here are 


Some of the Real Issues 


S AN elder in a presbytery in which 

a great majority of the elders oppose 
reunion, I am impressed with the fact 
that such opposition springs from deeper 
sources than the arguments from the nega- 
tive presented in the “Statement on Is- 
sues” just released for study (OUTLOOK, 
Sept. 20). 

It is true that concern for doctrinal 
purity and certain dangers in the organi- 
zational Plan of Union rank high in some 
minds. But the semi-emotional consid- 
erations are probably weightier. These 
are: 
(1) Repugnance to desegregation 
which may be “forced upon us” by our 
“Northern” brethren in church and 
church colleges, as well as in the public 
schools; 

(2) Fear of subtle communistic infil- 
tration even in high church circles; 

(3) Intense pride in our distinctive 
heritage and mission as a Southern 
Church and consequent fear of being 
“swallowed up” and out-voted on critical 
issues; 

(4) Resentment against the tendency 
within our own church courts to settle 
too many important policies in councils 
and linking this “threat to freedom” with 
an alleged similar-and even greater dom- 
ination from above in the USA Church, 
paralleling other invasions of individual 
and local liberties in our country; and 


(5) Desire for the security of an un- 
changing church, a spiritual] citadel, in 
an age of compromise and unstable 
values. 


All of these may be intertwined with 
sincere and deep concern for the further- 
ance of the gospel in our Southland and 
elsewhere. 


Pro-Union List 


There are similar considerations on the 
pro-Union side but they are more subtle, 
less worldliwise and less picturable. They 
are: 

(1) The warmth of worldwide Chris- 
tian fellowship now being vitally realized 
through the ecumenical movement; 


(2) The stirring call throughout the 
Gospels to greatness of faith, as opposed 
to prudential caution, and of glad will- 
ingness to lose one’s life (i.e., one’s se- 
curity and pride of achievement) in out- 
going service and sacrifice in order to find 
it in a larger dimension of faith and ex- 
perience; 





DR. ALLAN is well known to OUTLOOK 
readers for his brilliant contributions of the 
past. An earlier article, still offered as a re- 
print, relates to this article. It is called, ‘’The 
Real Issues That Divide Us’’ (5¢ per copy). He 
is professor of psychology and philosophy at 
Hampden-Sydney College. 
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(3) The high venture of showing to the 
world, a hopelessly divided world, that 
Christians (and certainly fellow-Presby- 
terians) cannot only cooperate with each 
other, but can work and plan together in 
a creative fellowship of worship and serv- 
ice; 

(4) Shame that our church should al- 
ways be dragging her feet through excess 
of caution whenever an opportunity of 
genuine Christian progress is before us; 
and 

(5) Fear that if the church does not 
demonstrate its heaven-sent power to sur- 
mount man-made barriers to effective 
brotherhood and irradiate this power 
through secular society, then the racial 
and international tensions now operative 
may lead to catastrophe. 

These considerations do no necessarily 
imply any specific form of organic union, 
of course, but those of us who share 
them as convictions are less likely to be 


dismayed by existing differences among 
the three kinds of Presbyterians and by 
certain structural defects in the plan 
before us. 


Ultimate Question 


But there is another question that may 
be decisive and that is the very principle 
upon which the final decision is to be 
made. Shall we say: “What is best for 
our church is best for the Kingdom of 
God on earth” or “What is best for the 
Kingdom of God on earth is best for our 
church”? (One recalls a celebrated ana- 
logy between General Motors and the 
United States expressed in similar terms.) 

In theory, there is no difference between 
these two propositions, but human nature 
is so prone to restricted loyalty that ac- 
tually there is a big difference. It appears 
to me that, subject to the will of God 
which is above all our reasoning and our 
partisan loyalties, the second principle is 
the only sound one. But whether our 
church will be given the grace and the 


LEADING GEORGIA LAYMEN FOR UNION 


Follow Our Real Leadership 


By W. J. O‘CALLAGHAN, Jr. 


I am for union because: 

First, the reasons advanced appeal to 
my judgment as viewed in the light of 
Christ’s teachings and my own experience 
in the work of his church. It will, I be- 
lieve, enlarge the area of our vision, in- 
crease the effectiveness of our Christian 
witness and testify to the grace which 
lifts us above sectional ties; ingrained 
prejudices, intolerant attitudes. We have 
much to offer to union; much to receive. 
“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 

Second, the attitude and actions of 
many opponents of union inevitably prej- 
udice me against their position. Such 
scare-heads as “swallow up” when there 
are three U.S. churches in the South to 
one USA church, and “liquidate” which 
Webster defines as “to settle accounts and 
distribute assets in process of winding 
up; to do away with, get rid of, destroy” 
are palpably misleading if not actually 
deceiving. Half-baked statistics (I, my- 
self, am an ex-statistician) which ignore 
other significant facts are slanted to jus- 
tify unwarranted conclusions. Then, 
too, I resent an effort to pit elders against 
their ministers. 


MR, O’CALLAGHAN is a widely known 
Presbyterian elder of Atlanta, Ga., Central 
church. He is in the insurance business. 
He has been an influential leader in Sunday 
school work and many good activities in his 
famous city. 





Third, the preponderant judgment of 
the effective leadership of our church, in 
which I have every confidence, recom- 
mends union. We have, I believe, a great 
church with a record which offers much 
of encouragement yet without unseemly 
pride or arrogance. Humanly speaking, 
much credit must be given the leadership 
which makes this possible. 

Let’s examine the record. In the As- 
sembly’s Office of the General Assembly, 
the General Council, and the Boards of 
World Missions, Church Extension, 
Christian Education and Annuities and 
Relief, the chairmen of these agencies 
with a majority of the members favor 
union. In our four theological. semi- 
naries, the presidents and perhaps 90% 
of the faculties favor union. Our lead- 
ers of tomorrow, in the Assembly’s Youth 
Council, voted 33 to 2 in favor of union. 

Contrast this with the opposition. The 
masthead of their journal lists some 40 
ministers and laymen, only two of whom 
are members of the above agencies. A 
widely-circulated letter to laymen is sign- 
ed by sixty elders, none of whom is a 
member of the above agencies. 

The question is, which group repre- 
sents the real leadership in our church? 
I must cast my vote with those who favor 
union. 








courage to apply it as a supreme test of 
decision remains to be seen. 

Those of us who have had many con- 
tacts with USA and United Presbyterians 
and have enjoyed fellowship and worship 
with them naturally feel that very little 
courage is needed to embark upon this 
nationwide venture of Presbyterian “‘one- 
ness in Christ.”’ But to those, especially 
in the Deep South, to whom these other 
Presbyterians are aliens and strangers 
and who are being carried on a tide of re- 
vived sectional feeling, this perilous ven- 
ture is going to require not only courage 
but surrender of the deepest personal 
involvements. Fear, resentment, pride 
and passionate loyalty to what we know 
and love best—can we surrender those ? 


No Meeting of Minds 

The spectacle of some presbyteries 
hastening to record a 10-1 vote against 
union and the expectation that others 
will vote 4-1 or better for it, bring us 
face to face with a serious lack of meeting 
of minds in our church. 

This water-tight compartment phe- 
nomenon is doubtless due to geographical 
isolation that makes it harder for some 
of our people to know their fellow-Presby- 
terians in other sections, to a communica- 


tive isolation of such a nature that conser- 
vatives do not read progressive church 
papers and vice versa, and to an isolation 
of Sessions from the ecumenical training 
and inspiration that most of our minis- 
ters have received in the seminaries or 
through their professional reading. 

This is particularly true of non-rotat- 
ing Sessions in which cumulative senior- 
ity brings high respect and commanding 
influence but not flexibility of mind or 
complete openness to new truth. This 
is not a matter of age necessarily, for 
some aged elders have open minds and 
some young ones have closed minds. It 
is a matter of unchallenged responsibility 
that sometimes breeds intellectual, if not 
spiritual complacence. 

The wisdom and stability born of long 
experience in “ruling” are much needed, 
but should be tempered by freshness of 
vision and sensitivity to profound social 
and spiritual changes that are a part of 
living. 


Solution: More Democracy 


How can this deplorable isolationism 
within our church be overcome? A long- 
range solution is to make each church a 
more perfect democracy in which frank, 


A LETTER TO THE ASHEVILLE CITIZEN-TIMES 


AN ELDER EXPLAINS THE EARLY VOTES 


Editor of the Citizen-Times: 

I have been greatly impressed by the 
great amount of space given in your paper 
by the account of four presbyteries vot- 
ing against the plan of union. The stories 
appear to be relayed hurriedly by the 
Rev. H. B. Dendy of Weaverville, who, 
as secretary of the Association for the 
Preservation and Continuation of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, is most 
anxious to gather from each such item the 
greatest influence possible on the presby- 
teries that vote later. In the vote reported 
from Mississippi Presbytery, Mr. Dendy 
states that the seven votes of the minority 
were cast by “seven ministers, with no 
lay elders favoring the union in the vot- 
ing.” 

In the Presbyterian Church the min- 
isters are the ones who are specially edu- 
cated and ordained for teaching and 
preaching in the churches. It is this 
group that constitutes the leadership of 
the church, who formulate the programs 
of service and lead in their execution. It 
is interesting to know, as Mr. Dendy 
points out, that those who know our 
church best tend to vote for union rather 
than against it. 

A further observation is of interest. 
These eleven presbyteries that have rush- 
ed to the ballot on this question of union 
have failed to observe the direct and very 
urgent request of the General Assembly 
of the church that the question be received 


6 


for study and that no vote be taken until 
after January 1, 1955. 

The General Assembly considered this 
a very important question and one that 
should be carefully and _ prayerfully 
studied before the decisive vote is taken 
in the presbyteries. The eleven presby- 
teries that have so hurried the voting date 
have thus shown an independency and 
disregard of the advice of the church’s 
highest court that is alarming. It may 
be true in this regard, too, that those who 
know the church the best have a decent 
regard for the advice of the church’s 
highest court and will tend to vote for 
union rather than against. 

It is further obvious that a vote against 
union is a vote against the leadership of 
the General Assembly of the church on a 
question that has had great study and 
prayerful deliberation over the past 15 
years and has the hearty support that 
the greatest minds of the church can give. 
Cut one loose from this leadership and 
guidance, to whom can one turn? Would 
Mr. Dendy advise that one follow the 
editorial advisements of the Presby- 
terian Journal? Can one follow the Jour- 
nal when it states in one paragraph that 
“our church stands for the spiritual mis- 
sion of the church and does not ‘inter- 
meddle with affairs that affect the com- 
monwealth,’” and in the very next para- 
graph states in regard to F. E. P. C. legis- 
lation that it is “‘As iniquitous a piece of 


free and open discussion on a Christian 
basis will prevent encrustation of tradi- 
tion, however hallowed, and promote a 
creative balance between sound caution 
and alert progressiveness. This is the 
“grass roots movement” that is really 
needed, and when it comes our church 
courts will show a similar freshening of 
spirit. 

The ecumenical movement of the past 
forty years seems to have demonstrated 
that Christians have nothing to fear from 
free and open discussion of the most vital 
matters of faith with other Christians. 
When there is a community of minds in 
which differences are clearly understood 
and intelligently reacted to in a com- 
radeship of seeking the larger truth, there 
is no real loss of what is sound in the 
narrower loyalties, but rather an enrich- 
ment. 

This is perhaps after all the strongest 
argument for Presbyterian union now: 
The broadening and enriching of faith 
and experience which it will bring will 
refresh our own distinctive heritage and 
render it more creatively contributive to 
what is our true goal—the advancement 
of God’s Kingdom on earth in the name 
and spirit of Christ. 

Are we ready for it? 





legislation as was ever conceived in the 
mind of a Pendergast politician”? (Jour- 
nal Oct. 10, 1954, Page 9) Would one 
wish to put our church against both the 
advice of the General Assembly and the 
recent decision of the United States Su- 
preme Court on the question of segrega- 
tion by agreeing with the Journal that 
“our church stands for the purity and in- 
tegrity of the white man of North Amer- 
ica ¢ 

The writer is but a humble member of 
the church and cut him off from faith 
in the leadership of his church and he is 
confused and lost, like a ship without a 
rudder. 

Moreover, when one turns to the af- 
firmative side of this problem, one has 
not merely vague preachments, but wise 
and tested leadership of the church and 
also basic facts that cannot be lightly dis- 
missed. Anyone who looks at the dis- 
tribution of the membership of the U. S. 
Presbyterian Church will be struck by 
the fact that its membership is in only 
17 of the 48 states that make up these 
United States of America. In four of 
these 17 states there are 184 Southern 
Presbyterian churches and 595 USA 
churches. Union here would eliminate 
the serious waste of competition and 
overlapping church activities and prove 
a great blessing to all concerned. 

In the remaining 13 states there are 
3,559 U.S. as against 1,130 USA churches. 
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WHAT COLLEGE? — This picture 
was named one of the most interest- 
ing in THE OUTLOOK’s Place the 
Agency contest at the New Orleans 
Men’‘s Convention. It is easily iden- 
tified (if you know it) as coming 
from Westminster College, Fulton, 
Mo. Two other pictures which con- 
vention-goers thought were among 
the most interesting are shown to the 
right. Can you identify the agency 
or institution from which they come? 








These 1,130 USA churches would come 
under the control of presbyteries domin- 
ated by the U. S. Presbyterian Church. 
The Southern church would stand to lose 
control in 184 churches and would gain 
control in 1,130 churches. Who swal- 
lows whom? Union would give to the 
South a 30 per cent increase in united 
church membership and would provide 
a basis for great economies in adminis- 
tration, in unity of purpose, in educa- 
tional planning, in the work of home 
missions, and other activities of the de- 
nomination. 

And, too, if union is approved, Presby- 
terians of the South would become mem- 
bers in a great national church with 
strong leadership in every state in the 
Union. Our nation needs the leadership 
of such a church and the church needs 
the inspiration that would follow such a 
national work. If the three churches are 
doing the same work, preaching the same 
message, guided by the same faith, prac- 
ticing the same form of government, why 
should they not walk in peace together in 
unity ? 

Those who know our church best ad- 
vise us to do so and will vote for union. 


Asheville, N. C. Jos. J. STONE. 


OvuTLooK Epitrors: Mr. Stone is an 
elder in the Kenilworth church of Ashe- 
ville. 
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against the background of the world-map or globe make this picture quickly 
recognizable as from the American Bible Society. 





NO HANDS—A little thought will make it clear that this picture must 


come from Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


It shows Phillip Rushing, a 


student there, who has learned to make his way with his fellow-students 


without hands. 


With a map of Palestine behind him, he is evidently writ- 


ing the answers to a Bible test. 
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EDITORIAL 


What Is Stirring 
Up the Church? 


Once more Dr. Allan has put us all in 
his debt by contributing an analysis that 
puts an issue clearly and precisely before 
us. His article on page 5 deserves not 
only careful reading but study, individ- 
ually and by groups—Sessions, for in- 
stance. The result would be that many 
people would come to a much clearer un- 
derstanding of much of the present diffi- 
culty facing our church. The difficulty 
is not caused by union; it is simply re- 
vealed by the present discussions. It was 
revealed by the Federal Council vote a 
few years back. It has been revealed in 
many similar struggles. 

A thorough study of the Allan article 
will, or should, help many of our people 
to a more sound understanding. Some- 
times people talk, very superfically, about 
church union or some other current is- 
sues, as if they were the great disturbers 
of our church. These people merely re- 
veal their superficial understanding. Dr. 
Allan’s article helps to show how many 
forces come to a focus in the present dis- 
cussions. 

Recognition or realization of these 
things will not automatically resolve 
them, but it will help. It certainly should 
restrain us from unsound or superficial 
judgments. 





Dr. Stuart’s Book 

The publishers call it Fifty Years in 
China, but most of us will probably just 
call it “Dr. Stuart’s book.” It is sub- 
titled, ‘“The Memoirs of John Leighton 
Stuart, Missionary and Ambassador.” It 
also boasts a prefatory note by General 
Marshall and the introduction (of some 
length) by Dr. Hu Shih, onetime China 
Ambassador to the U. S. 

But the thing that will make this book 
one to be read by the people of our church 
is the fact that it tells the thrilling and 
vet the intimately personal story of one 
of the greatest men of our church who 
brought his distinguished missionary ca- 
reer to a close by becoming the U. S. 
Ambassador to the land where, long be- 
fore, he had gone as an Ambassador of 
Christ. 

This book does not soft-pedal, from 
the introductory word, shared also by Dr. 
Stuart, opposing recognition of Red 
China, to the way he sized up the 
(Union) seminary faculty when he was 
a student (“I determined to appreciate 
their characters and instruction but to 
think, and study independently’’), to his 
struggle with the Fundamentalists and 
the triumphant test in presbytery. And 
you could go on endlessly. 

More than half of the book is of the 
immediate past—beginning with his Am- 
bassadorship—and it is concerned to the 
end with American policy in the Far 
East, essentially support of Nationalist 
China and 100% opposition to the Com- 
munist government. 

Both from the pont of view of inter- 
esting items about our church as well as 
because of Dr. Stuart’s discussion of for- 
eign policy, whether you agree in all 
points or not, you will want to have a 
chance to read this book. 





Random House, New York, 347 pp., $5. 


Corrections for 40 Elders 


A letter has just been mailed widely 
across the church addressed to elders and 
signed by Judge John Fulton, Louisville, 
Ky.; Richard A. Farnsworth, Houston, 
Texas, builder; Dr. Lee Davy, Kings- 
port, Tenn.; and Attorney George Wright, 
Asheville, N. C. 

The letter is offered to correct one 
“signed by 40 elders and mailed from 
Reidsville, N. C.” first sent out last fall 
and continuing through the past year. 

The new letter takes up the eight state- 
ments of the 40 men, and it discusses 
them one-by-one. It urges elders who 
receive it “to determine for yourself the 
extent to which those statements of oppo- 
sition are ‘facts’ or biased and misleading 
opinions.” 

The eight items are the frequently- 
heard charges made against the Plan of 
Union and carried in these columns with 
corrections earlier. 

The forty signers do not say so, but it 
is well known that the writer of the 


Reidsville letter has indicated that even 
if these eight or other objections were 
met, union would be no more acceptable, 
for, he says, “If I could write the plan 
myself, I would still be opposed to it.” 

The new letter points to two items in 
the Reidsville letter which it heartily 
endorses: (1) “We officers have the re- 
sponsibility of becoming informed our- 
selves, and then informing the members 
of our church” and (2) “Let us all be 
very much in prayer that the Holy Spirit 
will reveal to us the truth and understand- 
ing which he would have us use in this 
important matter.” 

It is good to have this clear and com- 
prehensive statement. It is to be hoped 
that its information will be well used 
to correct the unfortunate charges made 
in the earlier letter. 


Appreciation of Mrs. Maitland 

Mrs. Alexander Maitland, whose un- 
timely death was reported here last week, 
was one of the influential and leading 
women of our church. Her effective 
service was recognized and appreciated 
at every level of the church’s life from 
the congregation to the Assembly and 
her talents and enthusiastic spirit were 
drawn upon for uncounted contributions 
which have enriched many phases of our 
work, 

She was probably best known as one of 
the strong leaders of “women’s work,” 
and there she made a remarkable con- 
tribution as a teacher and leader, as an 
executive and as a rank-and-file worker. 
But she was in demand for many other 
undertakings because of her grasp of the 
church’s program and opportunity and 
also because of her remarkable knowledge 
of the people and leaders of our church. 
One of the more recent assignments, be- 
fore the onset of her final illness, was the 
shared responsibility as the woman chair- 
man in the Negro Work Campaign for 
our denomination. 

Her passing ought to serve as a chal- 
lenge to other women of fine personality 
and rich gifts to offer themselves in a 
more complete dedication to a finer work 
and a more glorious church. 


WANT A FILE OF 
OUTLOOKS? 


Institutions or individuals that could 
use a file of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK for 8 years or for 21 years may have 
the same for the asking—plus transporta- 
tion charges. 

8 years—this file, formerly of Lees- 
McRae College, may be obtained from 
Dan R. Thomas, Jr., Banner Elk, N. C. 

21 years—this file, almost complete, is 
offered by Leonard W. Topping, First 
church, Greenville, N. C. 


J a | 
IF ONE advances confidently in the 
direction of his dreams, he will 
meet with a success unexpected in 
common hours.—THOREAU. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











WE 


H 
Te 
super 
Chur 
Howe 
not s¢ 
the U 
which 
propo 

It 1 
both 
tincti 
best t 
cisely 
share 


O 
usc 
WI 
note, 
sions 
and 
dices. 
perso 
stran 
churt 
only 
Or 
exclu 
its p 
natio 
cong: 
but | 
chur 
Mid- 
cisco 
This 
excel] 
and 
or V 
ties | 
are | 
to th 
It 
disti 
chur 
Sout 
not 
they 
whic 
Sout 
Met! 
cont 
may 
part 
S 
adm 
me |} 


Q 


ern 
ruré 
thar 
fror 
the 


NO’ 


ur 


m- 
an 
er, 
er 
he 
nd 
ge 


ye- 
he 
ir- 
for 


al- 
ity 
cs 


ork 


auld 
JT- 
ave 
ta- 


eS- 
‘om 


_ is 
irst 


the 
vill 
in 











WE HAVE SOMETHING HERE (2) 


WE DO HAVE SOMETHING TO GIVE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE PRESENT writer is by no means 

convinced that the most advertised 
superiorities of the U.S. Presbyterian 
Church will stand close examination. 
However, it still may be asked: Is there 
not something that we really have, that 
the USA and U.P. churches do not have, 
which we can offer as our part of the 
proposed union? 

It may be a little hard to find anything 
both peculiar to ourselves and also dis- 
tinctively better in our church, for the 
best things in all three churches are pre- 
cisely those things which we all already 
share in common. 


Our peculiarities are not always or 
usually our best features. 


What follows is a strictly personal 
note, for it is based on general impres- 
sions which are not shared by everyone 
and bears the mark of personal preju- 
dices. So it will be written in the first 
person singular. I am practically a 
stranger to the United Presbyterian 
church, so what is said here has reference 
only to the U.S. and USA churches. 

Our church is dominantly and almost 
exclusively “southern” in fact as well in 
its popular name. The USA church is 
national in scope; indeed it has 1600 
congregations in our 16 Southern states; 
but the dominant elements in the USA 
church are not Southern but Northern, 
Mid-western and Western (San Fran- 
cisco western, not San Antonio western). 
This means that if there are any peculiar 
excellencies of Southern manners, life 
and attitudes, as distinct from Northern 
or Western, and if these peculiar quali- 
ties are found in our church, then these 
are part of what we have to contribute 
to the united church 

It seems to me that there are some 
distinctively Southern qualities which our 
church possesses just because it is a 
Southern church. These peculiarities are 
not a special kind of Presbyterianism, 
they are a special kind of Americanism, 
which Southern Presbyterians share. 
Southern Baptists, Southern-Conference 
Methodists, and for aught I know to the 
contrary, Southern Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
may differ from their Northern counter- 
parts in much the same ways. 

Some of these Southern traits are not 
admirable; but some of them are. Let 
me mention three good ones. 


NE is our personal way of doing 

things. This isn’t so much South- 
ern as it is rural; but in the South the 
rural pattern of life is far more dominant 
than in the North. Everything we do, 
from the employment of domestic help to 
the way we run our courts, has this per- 
NOVEMBER $15, 1954 


sonal slant. The urbanized North has 
put its stamp on the churches centered 
there, and since church offices are na- 
turally in large cities, the people in 
charge tend to run things in the same 
impersonal fashion that corporations find 
necessary. The Southern church is tend- 
ing in the same direction, to be sure; but 
we have a long way to go. In dealing 
with a Southern church agency, you know 
you are dealing with people. In dealing 
with a Northern agency, you are aware 
you are dealing with an Office, an Or- 
ganization. Even the mimeographed 
stuff put out north and south shows this 
difference. The Northern stuff is flaw- 
lessly printed, very incisive and all that. 
But it tends to be pretty chilly. The 
Southern material may be badly mimeo- 
graphed and even mispelled; but you 
feel the warmth of the personality behind 
it. 

There is a kind of geniality about the 
typical Southerner, a strong individual- 
ism, which tends at times to eccentricity 
but which never 
ceases to be person- 
al. 

This is some- 
thing which is val- 
uable to a church 
far more even 
than to business 
and politics. If we 
ever get that united 
church, one of the 
best things the au- 
thorities could do 
would be to human- 
ize the Presbyterian 
machine with some well-placed South- 
erners. 





. some well-placed 
Southerners. 


SECOND feature, growing out of 

this, is the persistent Southern idea 
that local people know their own business 
better than anyone else does. Maybe 
we don’t really, but we are happier mis- 
managing our own affairs than we are 
watching someone else managing them 
more efficiently. The big name for this 
notion is States’ Rights, and properly 
understood it is a sound principle. (Of 
course, like all good notions, the name 
is used to cover a multitude of sins.) 


We just don’t like to be run from a 
headquarters that regards us as the 
“field” and knows us only on the basis 
of reports made by harried sub-secretaries 
who drop off to see us between planes. 
You can call this a prejudice in favor of 
local autonomy, or decentralization, or 
what you like. Anyway this is the way 
we feel about it and this is the way we 
usually run things if we can. 


A great many friends of union are 
uneasy about this very point. In the 
united church, shall we all be operating 
under mimeographed directives from 
New York, Philadelphia and Chicago? 
If so, most of us will cease to be friends 
of union. I believe we in the South 
have some values to give to the united 
church, if we are allowed to give them, 
and one of them is this preference for 
localized operations. Now, even Jeffer- 
son Davis discovered that total decen- 
tralization is fatal to success; and a 
totally decentralized Presbyterian Church 
would no longer be Presbyterian. But 
just as our present administrative pat- 
terns afford presbyteries and synods a 
large measure of self-government, so in 
the great united church it should be pos- 
sible to allow similar self-government. 

The Plan of Union speaks clearly 
about this in Concurrent Declaration No. 
5, though it wisely does not try to say in 
detail how it shall be done. But we do 
have something to contribute along this 
line. 


HE THIRD thing we have to offer is 

connected with these other two: our 
very great personal freedom. This comes 
from the personal slant so characteristic 
of the South. When a young man, I was a 
student at two seminaries, one South, one 
North. They were both Presbyterian, 
and both orthodox; but in the Southern 
institution there were discernible differ- 
ences of viewpoint. In the Northern 
one, the student had the impression that 
the professors had gathered together and 
worked out forms of belief and even of 
statements from which there could be no 
slightest deviation. If you asked the 
opinion of one of the faculty on any sub- 
ject, you had the opinion of all. 

Let me offer two or three more ex- 
amples. A Sunday School quarterly, writ- 
ten by a U.S. Presbyterian minister and 
published officially by the church, was 
attacked in a U.S.-Presbyterian church 
paper as blasphemous. Now the charge 
of blasphemy is a serious one, whether 
true or false. But what happened? 
Nothing at all. The editor was free to 
denounce, the writer of the quarterly was 
free to continue writing, the Committee 
of Publication went right on issuing new 
editions of the quarterly. Everybody had 
a chance to blow his top, but the church 
paid no attention to the rumpus. Indeed, 
there was no rumpus. 

Now this was only one case, and there 
have been others in the Southern Church 
to set against it, in which freedom of 
speech has been explicitly and effectively 
denied. So there can well be a difference 
of opinion at this point. There are some 
who feel that freedom is more to be found 
in one church; some who find it in the 
other. 


However, two other examples may be 
noted to the credit of the U.S. church, 
indicating perhaps trends rather than 








proving anything beyond a shadow of a 
doubt. One is what happens to a writer 
for the U.S. church as compared with 
what happens to him when he writes for 
the USA church. In both cases the editor 
or editors will exercise their prerogatives 
and their blue pencils, as indeed they 
should. But in the USA church, in this 
writer’s experience, as a rule, the editors 
do not consult the writer; emendations 
and eliminations are done in the editorial 
sanctum. The writer does not see his 
brain-child until it emerges from the 
beauty-parlors of the magazine or Board, 
sometimes with surprising improvements. 

In the U.S. church, on the other hand, 
as a rule, if the editors cannot use the 
copy as is, the writer will get it back with 
a request in effect: “Make your own 
changes, brother! It’s your brain-child, 
not ours.” 


MORE serious example of freedom 

in action is this: In the light of the 
general and traditional and deep-seated 
Southern attitude on the race question, 
the attitude of some Southern Presbyte- 
rian ministers and laymen in going coun- 
ter to this body of opinion represents a 
break with the existing mores that is 
nothing short of astounding. Would it 
be possible to find in the Northern wing 
of the church as many leading men and 
women who have broken through socially- 
accepted traditions of behavior as have 
in the Southern church broken through 
our own traditions—and without censure 
or ostracism? 


I do think we have this to offer to the 
proposed union: our respect for the in- 
dividual even when he differs from 
most of the rest of us, the granting of 
freedom of speech even sometimes when 
it becomes violent. 


If the freedom and good-humored 
flexibility of the South at its best should 
come to permeate the national church, 
what a great church it will be! 


CHURCH NEWS 


Sardis Church Case 
Ends in Mistrial 


A Charlotte, N. C., trial in Mecklen- 
Lurg’s Civil Superior Court has attracted 
a considerable amount of interest because 
of the involvement of an Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian congregation, trans- 
ferred to the Presbyterian, U. S., church, 
in a property dispute. 

After the trial had run its course it 
suffered the fate of a hung jury, with a 
vote of 9-3 in favor of the Sardis church 
which claimed that, in its dismissal to 
the U. S. church, it had the right to keep 
the property. This was contested by 
trustees of the ARP General Synod and 
representatives (a small minority) of the 
former ARP Sardis church. 

In his charge to the jury, Judge George 
B. Patton instiucted that a decision was 
to be made as to whether the congregation 
was properly transferred by the presb) tery 
and whether or not this transfer was rati- 
fied by the General Synod. If so, he 
said, as a matter of law, the property was 
transferred with the congregation. 

The Sardis congregation contended 
that the General Synod gave up any 
claim to the property when it ratified the 
transfer. It said it did not dispute the 
right of a church court to transfer or re- 
fuse to transfer on the basis of property. 

No anncuncement has been made as 
to what may be the next steps by the 
plaintiffs. The defendants, the Sadis 
church, now of Mecklenburg Presbytery, 
continue to use the disputed property. 


Colleges Said to 

Harbor Secularism 
WasHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—American 

colleges are breeding grounds for secular- 

irm, D. Elton Trueblood, chief of reli- 

gious policy for the United States In- 
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formation Agency, told members of the 
Washington Ministerial Union here. 

“Some of the worst examples of secu- 
larism are in those colleges founded by 
religious organizations,” he declared. 

“They seem a little ashamed of their 
origin so they try to be just as worldly as 
some of the big state institutions.” 

In many such schools, the daily 
chapel is maintained just for “‘appear- 
ance” said Dr. Trueblood, who was pro- 
fessor of philosophy at Earlham, (Ind.) 
College before coming to his present post 
in Washington. 

But he said there is a “wonderful re- 
covery” in progress in some colleges which 
have come to “recognize their heritage 
and approach it without apology.” 

“We are experiencing a real religious 
renaissance in the United States,” Dr. 
Trueblood said, “but we mustn’t be de- 
luded into thinking everything is lovely. 
Our college campuses must be a source 
of major concern.” 


Rose Tells About 
Chaplaincy Tour 


Appalachia News Letter 

The popular pastor of Bristol’s Central 
church, Ben L. Rose, sends home inter- 
esting reports from his six-weeks preach- 
ing mission for the Northeast Air Com- 
mand. Six bases, counting Thule, the 
northernmost base, were included in this 
tour of Newfoundland, Labrador and 
Greenland. With Dr. Rose has been Dan 
Hartman, a Baptist pastor of Greenville, 
Pa. The services were under the sponsor- 
ship of Senior Chaplain of the N. E. 
Air Command, John Stuart Bennett, a 
member of Knoxville Presbytery. Reports 
from the mission indicate good interest 
among the Air Corps personnel. When 
they left Goose Air Base, Labrador, it was 
estimated that the chaplains had spoken 
at 23 meetings to some 3394 Protestants. 
In addition to noonday and evening serv- 
ices they also had five radio programs. 
On leaving Goose Bay, they said, “We 
feel that our work has supplemented the 
fine work of the Air Force chaplains and 
that by coming here we have assured the 
men in the Air Force and Army that the 
church at home has not forgotten them 
but is still with them in love and prayer.” 
Dr. Rose reported his attendance at a 
haptismal service of the Danish Lutheran 
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church in an Eskimo village. He said 
that even though he could not understand 
the language of the service it was a re- 
markable religious experience and that 
this was enhanced as he looked out the 
church window and saw “Greenland’s icy 
mountains” and was assured that the land 
is being delivered “from error’s chain.” 


Presbyteries Observe Word 
Of Assembly on Union Vote 

The presbyteries of the Synod of Ap- 
palachia have unanimously observed the 
request of the General Assembly in regard 
to studying the Plan of Union and voting 
after the first of January, 1955. Holston 
and Knoxville Presbyteries will vote Jan- 
uary 18 and February 8 respectively. 
Abingdon has docketed the debate and 
vote as the first order of business at its 
April 19 meeting. Asheville Presbytery 
will vote in January. 


King College Campaign 
Is Making Good Progress 

With a million-dollar objective ahead 
of it, to be reached by next summer, King 
College is moving ahead on its 90th An- 
niversary Development Program. Already 
more than $200,000 has been raised, with 
the campaign in Bristol, site of the col- 
lege, now beginning. Other areas of the 
Synod of Appalachia will receive atten- 
tion in turn. Funds secured will be used 
for endowment and for improvement of 
the physical plant. King now reports 
that 31% of its male students enter the 
ministry, which, it is said, is the highest 
ratio of any college in the church. 


Lookout Mountain Churches 
Plan for Shoemaker 

Three churches on Lookout Mountain 
(Tenn.) are planning a community mis- 
sion to be led next March by Samuel M. 
Shoemaker, well-known rector of Calvary 
Episcopal church, New York. Plans call 
for Dr. Shoemaker to speak daily at noon 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal church in Chat- 
tanooga and on Lookout Mountain each 
evening. Chattanooga’s First Christian 
church is also lending its support. This 
is the first joint evangelistic effort of the 
Lookout Mountain churches. 


New Building Activities 
Are Reported in Tenn. 


Fairview church, the first Negro Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., in Chattanooga, 
dedicated its new building early this 
month. The church, which belongs to 
Knoxville Presbytery, benefitted by the 
leadership of Joseph B. Mack, superin- 
tendent of home missions in the presby- 
tery; James L. Fowle, pastor of the First 
church, Chattanooga, and Moses E. 
James, Fairview’s pastor. . . . The Look- 
out Mountain congregation is watching 
Progress on its $554,000 building project 
which was begun last January and is 
scheduled for completion next spring. A 
new educational building is included. 
The new chancel will increase the seating 
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capacity by 50%. . . . Hillsville, Va., 
was known during the first half of the 


SAY 2. 2 
this bookict. 


We received this letter from a man 
in Texas (name furnished on re- 
quest): 


“One of your booklets has fallen into 
my hands and it would appear from its 
perusal that the impossible is made pos- 
sible, in that one can have their cake 
and eat it too. I understand that a 
certain part of the funds given you can 
be deducted as a donation on income 
tax forms, and also a part of the inter- 
est received from you can be deducted 
for a certain number of years. It looks 
like I have been over-looking the best 
investment in the world. I only hope 
to increase the amount sent you many 
fold during the next few years.” 

He was referring to our Annuity 
Gift plan, whereby one can buy a 
guaranteed life-time income for 
himself or for another person and 
at the same time make a gift of the 
principal to Foreign Missions. 


His letter is only one of many in 
our files from happy annuitants. A 
widow in Florida writes: 

“After my husband’s death I turned 
over his life insurance funds to the 
Board of World Missions on the An- 
nuity plan. This has proved most satis- 
factory, insuring relief from the uncer- 
investments, 


tainty of making safe 


prompt interest payments and that the 













Have you, too, been over-looking 
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In the World?” 


Read what these people 
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century as the site of the Allens’ armed 
revolt against the law. 


funds would finally be used as we desire 
they should be.” 

A retired missionary who is an 
annuitant writes from North Caro- 
lina: 

“It is a most attractive plan by which 
those who desire to aid the world-wide 
extension of the Kingdom of God can 
do so without depriving themselves of 
The Annuity 
Fund provides an opportunity by which 
a lover of the Kingdom may be a 
channel of blessing to benighted souls 
throughout the earth by the investment 
of funds that will bring him an interest 


the necessities of life. 


which will compare favorably with rates 
secured from the leading business con- 
cerns. All the while he is comforted by 
the assurance that his investment is 
under the control of an absolutely trust- 
worthy agency who has at heart not 
only the best interest of the investor but 
also the greatest good of the benighted 
nations of the earth. Best of all, his 
investment continues to discharge his 
beneficent mission after the investor has 
finished his earthly career and joined 
the ranks of the great company before 
the Throne.” 

Our Annuity Gift plan offers 
many advantages. Let us send you, 
without charge or obligation, a copy 
of our booklet, “A Guaranteed Life- 


time Investment with Mutual Bene- 
fits for Yourself and Others.” 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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LEGIONNAIRES—AMilton B. Faust (left), director of evangelism for the 


Synod of North Carolina, and currently department commander of the 
American Legion, here shakes hands with National Commander Seaborn 


P. Collins, an elder in the USA church, Las Cruces, New Mexico. 


Depart- 


ment Adjutant Nash D. McKee (right) is a member of the White Memorial 
Church, Raleigh, N. C. 


as a town of beautiful new churches. 
Among these is the Presbyterian, which 
was dedicated early this fall at the cele- 
bration of the 100th anniversary of the 
organization of the congregation. 


Big Paper Concern 
Now in Charleston 

Bowaters Southern, a huge British 
paper concern, has begun production in 
its $60,000,000 plant at Charleston, 
Tenn. Payroll estimates run into the mil- 
lions annually and the plant will offer 
farmers of this area a stimulus to culti- 
vate pine trees as another cash crop. Pres- 
bytery home mission leaders are keeping 
pace with the church needs of personnel 
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Radio Station Is 
Opened in Alaska 


Presbyterian, USA, News 


At 7:00 a.m. on October 8 a brand- 
new Presbyterian radio station signed on 
in Sitka, Alaska, continuing through the 
day until 10:00 that night when the 
National Missions theme hymn, “Pio- 
neers of Christ,” provided the sign-off 
until next morning. Station KSEW is 
“The Voice of Sheldon Jackson, Inc.,” 
of the Presbyterian, USA, Board of Na- 
tional Missions. Sheldon Jackson (1834- 
1909) was a pioneer missionary and or- 
ganizer of churches in Alaska. Reports 
tell of the enthusiastic and overwhelming 
response of the townspeople of Sitka 
and of the warm welcome which the sta- 
tion has found. Hugh Ivan Evans, Day- 
ton, Ohio, pastor and former Assembly's 
Moderator, who is president of the Na- 
tion Missions Board, provided the greet- 
ing which officially opened the station. 
The “Pioneers of Christ” hymn, by the 
way, is to be the theme song. 
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Pastors’ Average Salary 
Figures $4,932 a Year 

As of August 1 this year, the average 
salary of Presbyterian, USA, pastors who 
are actively serving congregations was 
$4,932 per year, according to figures re- 
leased by the Board of Pensions. This 
includes a 15 per cent allowance for 
manse, making the average income in 
cash $4,289. Highest average salaries 
are paid in the Synods of Michigan 
($5,741), Baltimore ($5,466), Okla- 
homa ($5,386), and Missouri ($5,367). 


New Churches in 1953 
Total 68; 5,877 Members 


Sixty-eight new churches, with a total 
membership of 5,877, were organized last 
year, according to the Board of National 
Missions’ department of New Church 
Development, Organization and Promo- 
tion. Since 1940, 511 new churches have 
been organized, with a membership at the 
end of 1953 reported at 93,213. At the 
time of organization the average member- 
ship was 86; now it is 202. During last 
year 65 churches, with 1,933 members, 
were dissolved. Gifts to Nationa] Mis- 
sions for six months of the church year 
show an increase of $17,340 over the year 
before, for a total of $624,979. 


Offering Taken for 
Military Service Program 

A special offering for the church’s 
ministry to men and women in military 
service was taken on Worldwide Com- 
munion Sunday. The goal was $270,- 
000, with $153,530 for the chaplains’ 
program. Other amounts called for are 
$73,850 for services to military personnel 
in civiilan communities, $17,750 for mil- 
itary personnel overseas, and $24,869 
contingent for special situations. The 
USA church had 256 chaplains in the 
armed services and veterans’ hospitals in 
1953, as follows: Army 69, Navy 90, 
Air Force 66, Veterans’ hospitals 31. 


Chattanooga Center 
Now Being Restored 

Plan are being completed to restore 
Newton Community Center, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., as one of the most modern day- 
care centers in the South. This program 
is directed by the Board of National 
Missions in cooperation with local 
groups. Newton Center, located in a 
crowded section of Chattanooga, was de- 
stroyed by fire in August 1953. When 
the new center is completed it will ac- 
commodate nearly 60 children and it will 
be used as a community center in the 
evenings with a full program of clubs, 
classes, recreation and other group ac- 
tivities. Contributions from Chattanooga 
and from the Board now total $75,000, 
with a campaign for money for furnish- 
ings now in progress. First gift for this 
purpose came from the First church, 
Brookins, S. D. 

Watton W. RANKIN. 

Philadelphia. 
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OUR EVER-PRESENT HELP 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for November 28, 1954 
Psalms 142; 46:1-3,10-11 


For many Christians the Psalms are 
the most helpful portions of the Old Tes- 
tament. This is true in large part be- 
cause they speak to our condition. Many 
of them, like the 142nd Psalm, present 
a problem which we ourselves have faced, 
and offer a solution which we can prove 
in our Own experience. 


“No Man Cares for Me” 

The 142nd Psalm was written by a 
man who was in deep trouble, a man who 
felt that he had been unjustly treated, 
who could find no help in man, and who 
recognized that he had come to the end 
of his resources. 

Who was this man and what was his 
trouble ? 

According to the inscription at the 
head of the Psalm (not a part of the 
inspired Scripture) it is “A Maskil of 
David, when he was in the cave.” The 
word maskil is a descriptive word of some 
sort whose meaning eludes the scholars. 
The cave referred to is evidently the cave 
of Adullam. We recall the circumstances. 
David as a young man occupied a high 
position at the Court. His growing pop- 
ularity with the people excited the jeal- 
ousy of King Saul. David was finally 
compelled to flee. He found a temporary 
refuge among the Philistines, the heredi- 
tary enemy of the Israelites. Achish, the 
king of Gath, discovered his identity and 
David escaped only by playing the role 
of a madman. Cast out by both king- 
doms, he hid himself in the cave of 
Adullam (I Samuel 22:1-2). According 
to Hebrew tradition, it was here that he 
wrote the Psalm which we are now con- 
templating. 

Modern scholars are inclined to think 
that the Psalm was written much later 
than David’s time, during the early years 
of the Exile in Babylon it may be, “when 
the present was not pleasant and the pros- 
pects for the future were dark.” Elmer 
A. Leslie thinks that the author is “a 
prisoner in a dungeon (vs. 7a), where 
he has been held pending the determin- 
ing in the temple of the Lord as to wheth- 
er or not he is guilty. Faint and in deep 
distress, he pours out his lament before 
the Lord (vs. 2), who knows his condi- 
tion, that he is innocent of the charge 
against him.” 

Actually we cannot be sure who the 
author was, or when or exactly under 
what circumstances he wrote. It makes 
no great difference. The Psalm was 
written by a man who had been trapped 
by his enemies (vs. 3). His friends had 
fallen away. There is no one to whom 
he can turn for help. But his situation 
is worse, far worse than that. There is 
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no one who even cares. The closing words 
of vs. 3 are among the saddest which 
any man can utter—‘‘no man cares for 
me.” No wife, no child, no friend, no 
one. But his enemies have not forgotten. 
They have determined that he will never 
escape from the “prison” into which they 
have thrust him (vss. 6-7). 

Few of us have faced situations as 
desperate as that of the Psalmist, though 
the experience has not been uncommon 
behind the Iron Curtain. But all of us 
can sympathize with the Psalmist in his 
lament. People have hurt us by their 
words and by their deeds; at times they 
seem to have conspired to thwart us, so 
that we are unable to reach the objectives 
on which we have set our hearts; people 
whom we have befriended, it may be, 
have turned against us; some of us have 
fallen into traps set by our enemies; 
there have been times when we too felt 
deserted and alone. 


More frequently it is circumstances 
which trap up, which prevent us from 
reaching our goals, or which build walls 
about us which we cannot scale. Friends 
and loved ones may sympathize, but 


“there come times in the lives of all 
of us when our whole personal world seems 
to fall away and leave us in loneliness of 
mind and soul... . The loneliest of all are 
the moments of great sorrow or great suf- 
fering. Death takes a loved one, or cir- 
cumstances, perhaps of our own making, 
estrange us from dear friends, or an ap- 
parently unsurmountable calamity over- 
takes us or our families. 

“There are moments of great disap- 
pointment. There often come times when 
we realize that there are things we long 
for which we can never have, goals we 
would give our hearts to attain and can 
never reach, the realization that we can 
never quite be the person we would hope 
to be. 

“There are moments of great failure, 
more common than we like to admit. It is 
said that you can do anything if you try 
hard enough. ... Yet we know better than 
to believe it. We have at times tried our 
best to do what others have done success- 
fully and have failed because we just did 
not have the ability.” (The 20th Century 
Quarterly) 


For one cause or another we, like the 
Psalmist, have been faint and discour- 
aged; we have been brought very low 
physically, mentally, morally and spirit- 
ually. Some of us have known what it is 
to be at our wit’s end; to know that we 
have come to the end of our resources. 

What are we to do under such circum- 
stances? 


“1 Cry ... to the Lord” 

The Psalmist says, “I cry with my 
voice to the Lord.” 

It helps us to talk about our troubles 


to some understanding individual. The 
people who have nervous breakdowns, 
and the number of them is constantly 
increasing, are often people who bottle 
up their emotions, who suppress their 
feeling of guilt or shame or failure, who 
drive them down into the unconscious. 
Married people do not have as many 
nervous breakdowns as unmarried, be- 
cause they have someone to whom they 
can unburden. Husbands can share with 
their wives, and wives with their hus- 
bands, and it helps them to do so, At 
times someone else is needed. We are 
fortunate if there is a true and tried 
friend to whom we can go. It should 
be someone who has deep spiritual re- 
sources which we can share. Pastors 
are available. It is unfortunate that so 
many people who might be helped hesi- 
tate to go to the one who might help 
them most. There are times when the 
services of a psychiatrist, particularly 
a Christian psychiatrist, are essential. 

It helps at times to talk over our prob- 
lems with a sympathetic individual, but 
there are times when there is no one who 
can fully understand or help. Lincoln 
once said that he was often driven to his 
knees by the realization that he had no- 
where else to go. So it often is with us. 
It helps us, as it helped the Psalmist, to 
know that “God knowest my way,” i.e., 
the way we have come, the way that we 
now need to go. 

But the Psalmist does more than cry 
to the Lord. He says, “Thou art my 
refuge, my portion in the land of the liv- 
ing.” We have in him an impregnable 
fortress from which we cannot be dis- 
lodged. None of us knows just how we 
would have stood up if we had been 
subjected to a Communist brainwashing. 
Not all who were subjected to this ordeal 
broke under the strain. Among those 
who stood firm, we are told, were those 
men who had a strong religious faith, 
inner resources which enabled them to 
stand the outer strain. Every pastor has 
known people whose faith sustains them 
whatever befalls them; men like John 
Milton, who wrote after he had lost the 
sight of his eyes: 

“T abate not a jot of heart or hope, 

But still bear up and steer right on- 
ward.” 

In vss. 6b-7 the Psalmist prays for 
deliverance: ‘Deliver me from my per- 
secutors, for they are too strong for me; 
bring me out of prison, that I may give 
thanks to thy name.” He prays in full 
confidence that his prayer will be an- 
swered, “The righteous will surround 
me, for thou wilt deal bountifully with 
me.” 

Often times such prayers are answer- 
ed, and such confidence is rewarded— 
in this life. Alcoholics, who acknowl- 
edge that they have come to the end of 
their resources and throw themselves upon 
God are able to break the chains which 
have held them in bondage. Invalids 
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who look to God for help have been cured 
of apparently hopeless diseases. The 
opposition of men does at times abate or 
prove self-defeating. Circumstances do 
change for the better, after most have 
ceased to hope. No one can limit prayer’s 
possibilities. 

But we all recognize that deliverance 
does not always come in this life. It 
comes rather in the land beyond. It is to 
the future that we must finally look. But 
God is still our portion and hope. Many 
of us have known men and women who 
suffered on hopeless beds of pain, so far 
as this life was concerned, but who were 
wonderfully sustained by their faith in 
God who is their portion and hope, and 
by that eternal hope which is ever before 
them, and in which they will not be put 
to shame. 


“Thought the Earth Should Change” 
The writer of the 46th Psalm faces a 
somewhat similar problem, but on a much 
larger scale. He is disturbed, not about 
a calamity which has come upon him 
personally, but with a calamity which 
threatens his nation, his civilization. 
The picture in vs. 2 is that of an earth- 
quake, followed by a tidal wave which 
throws the sea into a frenzy and crashes 
against the shores until the very moun- 
tains threaten to topple over. It is not 
an actual earthquake, however, which the 
Psalmist fears; no typhoon or hurricane 
or other natural calamity. It is war that 
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he fears, followed by revolutions, that will 
sweep away nations and institutions and 
accepted moral values, that threaten in- 
deed the very foundations of society. 

Of course, the Psalmist was not think- 
ing of Communism, or the Hydrogen 
Bomb, but he could hardly have spoken 
more nearly to our conditions if he had 
forseen the present course of history. 

Communism does threaten the founda- 
tions of society—freedom of thought, 
freedom of religion, freedom from ar- 
bitrary arrest, accepted moral standards, 
the worth of individual men and women. 
Is peaceful co-existence possible? We 
do not know. Certainly we cannot af- 
ford to let down our guard. 

War does threaten our nation, and if 
it comes, civilization itself is in peril. 
Four hundred cobalt-encased bombs, we 
are told, could produce radio-active gases 
sufficient to wipe out all life on the earth. 
There is no adequate protection for any 
one of our major cities. Our best hope, 
from a military point of view, is that 
Russia will not dare to resort to war, 
because it is threatened with instant re- 
taliation. 

What does religion offer in such a 
situation ? 


“A Very Present Help in Trouble” 

We note, to begin with, that the Bible 
does not promise us that we shall escape 
either war or revolution. Many lands, 
many civilizations, have succumbed in 
the past. We hope that the United States 
shall escape the common fate, that a 
third world war will be averted, but of 
this there can be no assurance. 

But of two things the Christian can 
be assured. 

First, that “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.” 
“The theme that runs through the whole 
Psalm and which has lent it urgency 
and influence in crisis in hours genera- 
tion after generation,” writes Elmer A. 
Leslie, “is confidence now in the pres- 
ence and help of God.” 

“He is no remote and inaccessible Deity, 
existing somewhere on the outer rim of 
the universe, but a God nigh at hand, 
within call and within hearing—a God 
who is present with us in all the exigencies 
of life. In all the perplexities and com- 
plications of the human situation he is 


a help to us, constant and effectual; and 
not only so, his help is close at hand— 


he is a ‘very present’ help.” (Speaker’s 
Bible) 
“Therefore we will not fear. . . .” Ob- 


servers say that fear is the mark of our 
present age. Christians are not careless 
about the future. They take wise precau- 
tions. But a Christian should never give 
way to fear. Why? Because God remains 
the Moral Governor of the universe and 
never forsakes his own; because whatever 
may occur he is our refuge and our 
strength, a very present help in trouble. 

This was the Psalm which inspired 
Martin Luther’s mighty hymn, written 


when the fortunes of Protestanism were 
wavering in the balance, and sung in 
every crisis since: 
“A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never faling; 


Our helper he amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing... . 


“And though this world, with devils 
filled, 
Should threaten to undo us; 
We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us.... 


“Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill; 
God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever.” 

There is a second assurance which the 
Psalmit offers us: “He (the Lord) 
makes war to cease to the ends of the 
earth; he breaks the bow and shatters 
the spear, he burns the chariots with fire.” 
We have a similar promise in Isaiah 
2:2-4 and in Micah 4:1-4. We do not 
know when wars shall cease, or how, but 
we have Ged’s promise that the time will 
come when this scourge of mankind will 


pass. 

What conclusion does the Psalmist 
draw? “Be still, and know that I am 
God.” The 20th Century Quarterly 


claims that ‘these words are frequently 
misused as a call to prayer, especially 
silent prayer. Instead the author placed 
them in a political context. The nation 
was frantic; they were sure that the en- 
emy was getting ready to attack. There- 
fore, they must get ready; they must arm; 
they must get the people prepared; per- 
haps they must attack first. In the midst 
of this war-hysteria God cries out, ‘Desist 
from war and know that it is I who am 
doing all this, and it is vain to resist 
me.’ In effect, God is saying to us that 
we should stop our military defences be- 
cause he, and not the Russians is back of 
the present revolution through the 
Orient... .” 

Is that what God is trying to say to us 
through this Psalm? I do not think so. 
He does not mean that we must sit still 
and do nothing, give up our military de- 
fences, for example, while the Commu- 
nists take over. He does mean that we 
are not to give way to panic or fear; that 
we are not to forget that God rules over 
the universe; that he makes even the 
wrath of men to praise him, that no 
plans either of the Communists or of the 
United Nations or of the United States, 
will ultimately prevail unless they are 
in accordance with his eternal purpose for 
mankind; that whatever fate befall us as 
individuals or whatever fate befalls our 
civilization, God remains our ultimate 
hope in this world and in the world to 
come. 

In the rush and bustle and confusion 
of our world there are times when we do 
need to be still and know that he is God. 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches, 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


ONE GENERATION AFTER ANOTHER. 
By James Lee Ellenwood. Charles Scribner's 
Sons, New York. 182 pp. $3.00. 

The sub-title of this book states that 
it is “on the training of children and their 
parents.” In the eleven rollicking chap- 
ters the author sets forth his ideas as to 
how this may be best done with the least 
friction. Readers who like the breezy 
style of P. G. Wodehouse or the wise- 
cracks found in the stories of a Clarence 
Buddington Kelland will, doubtless, de- 
rive much enjoyment from the book and 
also perhaps, add to their store of wisdom 
about proper attitudes to adopt in each 
succeeding age of life as well as toward 
members of different age groups within 
the family. 

The author expresses the hope that 
readers will persevere until they read 
the last chapter which he considers the 
best. I made the grade and quite agree 
with him. 





Stuart R. OGLESBY. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


SHE DID TAKE IT WITH HER. By Dudley 
Zuver. Harper & Bros., New York. 186 pp., 
$2.75. 

This is an unusual and _ interesting 
book in many ways, particularly for the 
readers of a more speculative and idealis- 
ticturn of mind. Reading it is somewhat 
of a philosophic exercise, and can be a 
spiritual expeience, as well. 

The author here portrays the life story 
of his remarkable grandmother, known 
affectionately as Ma Meggs, in an ac- 
count that is humorous and entertaining 
and at the same time satisfactory and con- 
vincing. He shows her to have been a 
real Christian ‘“‘who lived in two worlds 
at the same time,” rather than one after 
the other. 

Those who lived near her on her large 
farm often had to “stretch their brains 
as well as their muscles.” This was 
particularly true of her loved grandson. 
He grew up with his lively mind full of 
ideas and inquiries about life, forever 
seeking answers and solutions to them. 
A few of these seemed a bit far-fetched 
and tedious as he expresses them in the 
book, but gradually her life, in itself, 
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seemed to supply some of the answers for 
him. With her capable hands and “solid 
notions” about life, she created not only 
a practical solution to some of their prob- 
lems, but also a world just as satisfying 
for a later day as her own. Thus “‘she 
did take it with her” and leave it for 
those after her also. 

There are a few places in the book 
that seem rather irreverent on the surface. 
There is also a definite criticism, real or 
implied, of organized religion as such, 
and some of the clergy, who seemed to 
the author and Ma Meggs to be unwill- 
ing or unable to practice the things they 
preached. 

However, the author and his grand- 
mother both point the reader to reality 
in religion as the only true and valid 
proof of a real faith in God. 

MarGARET VENABLE WILSON. 
(Mrs. Ronald S.) 
Miami, Fla. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 





Creed of Our Hope. Merrill R. Abbey. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville. $1.75. 

Star Short Novels. Edited by Frederick 
Pohl. Ballantine Books. N. Y. 35 cents, 
paper. $2.00, cloth. 

Children and Their Toys Around the 
World. Nina Millen. Friendship Press, 
N. Y. $1.25, paper. 

Children and Their Pets Around the 
World. Nina Millen. Friendship Press, 
N. Y. $1.25, paper. 

Children of India. Nina Millen. Friend- 
ship Press, N. Y. $1.25, paper. 

Children at Worship Around the World. 
Nina Millen. Friendship Press, N .Y. $1.25, 
paper. 

Follow Me—The Life of Christ in 6 
Small Books. Based on King James Ver- 
sion. Seabury Press, Inc., Greenwich, 
Conn. $1.95. 








Channels of Spiritual Power. Frank C. 
Laubach. Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J. $2.50. 

This I Believe—No. 2, Edited by Edward 
R. Murrow. Simon & Schuster, N. Y., $1.00, 
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Parents and church members who 
work with children will appreciate 
these 36 songs, which should make a 
hit with pre-school children. 

There are six songs to each record, 
three to a side. The themes of the 
different records are: 

@ God's Out of Doors 

@ God's Love and Care 

@ Jesus, Our Friend 

@ Bible Friends 

@ Living Happily Together 
@ My Church 

These vocal solos with piano ac- 
companiment can help children at 
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children at church, especially if there 
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2 New Books 





Calvin: 
A LIFE 


by Emanuel Stickelberger 


David Georg Gelzer, translator 
$2.75 


A man more Americans should know, 
for the genius of this great Reformer 
was more than theological. His thought 
has influenced the shaping of the po- 
litical, economic, and social structure 
of our Western democracy and still 
pervades our democratic ideals. The 
most readable biography of Calvin 
available in English. 


PERSONALITIES 


AROUNP Paul 


by Holmes Rolston 
$2.50 


“To read it is to have an introduction 
to much of the history of the New 
Testament, to come closer to under- 
standing the Apostle Paul, to be stirred 
in heart and soul, and to know better 
what the issues of the Christian faith 
are.’—Balmer H. Kelly 
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CHANGES 

Cecil H. Lang, Jr., from Overton, Texas, 
to 1302 Carol Way, Killeen, Texas. 

A. R. Bolls from Ringgold, Va., to the 
Pryor Memorial church, E. Tenn. Ave., 
Crewe, Va. 

Douglas L. Paulson from Burkeville, 
Va., to Goochland Courthouse, Va. 

Ernest L. Helsley from Gurdon, Ark., 
to the First church, Hillsboro, Texas. 

W. L. Newman from Bethune, S. C., to 
St. Charles, S. C., where he will serve 
the Mt. Zion-Lynchburg field, effective 
November 16. 

Wm. Albert Smith from Livingston, 
Texas, to Rt. 1, Box 181-J, Pensacola, Fla. 

Robt. W. Reinhold and family, on fur- 
lough in Clearwater, Fla., during the past 
year, have returned to APCM, Moma, 
Via Luisa, Congo Belge, Africa. 

P. Kenneth Morse from Camden, Ohio, 
to Rt. 12, Tazewell Pike, Knoxville, Tenn., 
December 1. 

Alfred H. Nead from North Vernon, 
Ind., to Carlisle, Ohio. 

Alvin J. Kammann from Moorhead, 
Minn., to Waverly, Minn. 

F. R. McAlister from Brighton, Tenn., 
to 2207 Boulevard Heights, Anderson, 
8. C. 

Henry B. Sweet, who has been assis- 
tant pastor of the Church of the Master, 
New York City, is helping to form a new 
Presbyterian church in Atlanta, Ga., on 
the west side of the city. He is to be the 
pastor of the church. 

Kenneth J. Foreman, Jr., and family, 
Presbyterian, USA, missionaries are at 
American Presbyterian Mission, 136 Yun 
Chi Dong, Seoul, Korea. Last year was 
spent at the Yale Institute of Far Eastern 
Languages. Mr. Foreman was formerly 
in China. 

William S. Metzel from 
Tenn., to 73 Rue Rubens, 
Brussels, Belgium. 

M. R. Williamson from Waynesville, 
N. C., to the Tenth Avenue church, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 





Nashville, 
Schaerbeek, 


STATED CLERK 

W. G. Thomas, 690 Haywood 
Asheville, N. C., was recently named 
Stated Clerk of Asheville Presbytery, 
succeeding M. R. Williamson, now of 
Charlotte, N. C. 


DEATH 
Marion Edmund Melvin, 78, 
Melbourne, Fla., November 2. 
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organizer of the Eastminster church of 
that city and its pastor for the past five 
years. Dr. Melvin was a leader in many 
phases of the church’s life, being the 
Assembly’s first secretary of steward- 
ship. He was president of Westminster 
College, Fulton, Mo., 1927-32. One of his 
earliest assignments was as field secre- 
tary of schools and colleges for the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Christian Edu- 
cation. Pastorates since 1932 were in 
Mangum, Okla., Oklahoma City and in 
Melbourne. 


CITATION 
John A. Mackay, president. of Princeton 


Seminary, and former Presbyterian US 
Moderator, was cited by the America 
Civil Liberties Union “for his leadersh 
in the formulation of ‘A Letter to Pre 
byterians ...’... by the General Cour 
cil... and later approved by the Gene 
Assembly. This letter expresses in mg 
terly fashion the kinship of improper} 
conducted legislative investigations te 
the tyranny of the authoritarian trad 
tion.” 


MARRIED 


Robert B. Giffen, Atlanta, Ga., and 
Lena Straughan, Louisville, Ky., wei 
married in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Oct. 20, 


LEADING GEORGIA LAYMEN FOR UNION 


For a More Effective Witness 
By JOSEPH B. FRASER 


I am in favor of union of the Presby- 
terian Churches primarily because I have 
a definite belief that united we can wit- 
ness more effectively for our Lord and 
Savior—Jesus Christ. Witnessing for 
Christ is the greatest privilege and the 
greatest responsibility of every Christian 
whose life is fully dedicated to him. 
Therefore, in my opinion, the only real 
question at issue here is, Can we witness 
best separately or can we be better wit- 
nesses united ? 

For my part, I am a great believer in 
co-operative effort. Armies cannot win 
victories on the field of battle except 
through cooperation of the different ele- 
ments that make up that Army. So it is 
in this great campaign for the souls of 
men—we need the utmost cooperation of 
all elements of our church if we are to 





GENERAL FRASER of Hinesville, Ga., has a 
distinguished war record. He is an elder in 
the Flemington church, in the lumber busi- 
ness. He is a former president of the As- 
sembly’s Men’s Council. 


do the most effective witnessing at home 
and on the foreign field. 

How I wish that the members of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., and the mem- 
bers of the USA Church could get to 
know each other better. If we could, I 
am confident that our problems would be 
largely solved. In past years I have 
worshiped with Presbyterians of the USA 
Church for long periods at a time. Mrs, 
Fraser and I attended services at the 
First Presbyterian Church in El Paso, 
Texas, for approximately one year and 
also the Presbyterian Church in Swarth- 
more, Pa., (both USA), for almost a year 
and we look back with a deep sense of 
gratitude to God for that experience and 
for the warm Christian fellowship that 
we enjoyed with those people. Except for 
the fact that someone told us both of these 
were USA churches, we would never have 
known the difference. 

For my part, I am convinced that God 
is challenging us today, as never before, 
to unite our effort and move forward for 
Christ and his church. 
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